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The Best YA Books 
of Fall 2013



Picture Me Gone
by Meg Rosoff
Putnam Juvenlie
256 pages
$17.99

“Teeming with complex adult problems -- 
infidelity, marital collapse, the death of a 
child -- this thought-provoking coming-of-
age story requires that readers be at least 
as mature as Mila as she confronts 
unpleasant truths.” (Publishers Weekly)



The Lord of Opium
by Nancy Farmer
Athenium Books for Young Readers
432 pages
$17.99

 “Once again, Farmer’s near-future world 
offers and electric blend of horrors and 
beauty. Lyrically written and filled with well-
rounded, sometimes thorny characters, this 
superb novel is well worth the wait.” 
(Publishers Weekly)



All the Truth That’s In Me
by Julie Berry
Viking Juvenile
288 pages
$17.99

“This fast-paced and multilayered novel is 
part murder mystery, part romance, and 
most powerfully, the story of a young 
woman who overcomes trauma and 
ultimately finds her voice.” (Erica Caldwell, 
Present Tense, Batvia, NY)



Open Mic: Rifs on Life Between 
Cultures in Ten Voices
Edited by Mitali Perkins
Candlewick
144 pages
$15.99

“As [editor Mitali] Perkins notes, ‘Humor has the 
power to break down barriers and draw us together 
across borders,’ and the stories within bear that 
out…[and] will leave readers thinking about the 
ways that humor can be a survival tool in a world 
that tends to put people in boxes.” (Publishers 
Weekly)



Dancer, Daughter, Traitor, Spy
by Elizabeth Keim
Soho Teen
288 pages
$17.99 

“This book has something for everyone: 1980s 
Soviet Union, 1980s Brooklyn, obscure musical 
references, prima ballerinas, and even a hint of 
the supernatural. With characters and a plot 
line as compelling as its title, Dancer, Daughter, 
Traitor, Spy is not to be missed.” (Becky 
Quiroga, Books & Books, Coral Gables, FL)



The Eye of the Minds
by James Dashner
Delacorte Press
320 pages
$18.99

“Dashner certainly keeps you on the edge of 
your seat and describes some intriguing new 
technology - some of which actually seems, 
rather worryingly, not too far from today's reality. 
What's scary is the blurring of the boundary 
between real and virtual. Who's to say 
something virtual can't still be 'real'?” (The 
Guardian)



Boxers & Saints
by Gene Luen Yang
First Second
512 pages
$18.99/$15.99 ($34.99 boxed set)

“Yang’s artwork and storytelling are sober 
and accessible, and his character-driven 
approach brings compassion to a complex 
historical clash.” (Publishers Weekly)



The Best Teen Books 
of Fall 2013



The Coldest Girl in Coldtown
by Holly Black
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
432 pages
$19.00

“Replete with grisly violence, an intriguingly 
complex take on the mechanics of vampirism, 
and  well-developed and memorable 
characters, this superior, dread-soaked tale will 
satisfy vampire addicts of all ages.” (Publishers 
Weekly)



If You Could Be Mine
by Sara Farizan
Algonquin Books of Chapel Hill
248 pages
$16.99

“This gorgeous debut novel shows readers 
what life is like for Sahar, a bright, sensitive, 
teenage girl busy looking after her grieving 
father while trying to deal with her love for 
Nasrin, her best friend. A fascinating look at 
what it means to be in love, and to be yourself.” 
(Mary Cotton, Newtonville Books, Newton 
Centre, MA)



Fangirl
by Rainbow Rowell
St. Martin’s Griffin
448 pages
$18.99

You’ll be cheering for Cath as she faces the 
perils of roommates, writing workshops, and an 
inexplicably friendly boy named Levi, while 
dealing with her brilliant but unstable father and 
her binge-drinking sister. With a perfect balance 
between serious issues and light-hearted fun, 
Fangirl is a thoroughly entertaining read!” (Carol 
Schneck Varner, Schuler Books & Music, 
Okemos, MI)



Reality Boy
by A. S. King
Little, Brown Books for Young Readers
368 pages
$18

“I'm not sure if there is a subject that A.S. King 
cannot handle with perfect dexterity. She wins your 
trust by creating characters that are real and then 
paves the story's way with glass shards, 
heartbreak, and ultimately, gold. Reality Boy is a 
fascinating emotional dissection of life under the 
watchful eye of the American public and the 
subsequent fallout for one angry young man.” 
(Jane Knight, Bear Pond Books of Montpelier, 
Montpelier, VT)



The Waking Dark
by Robin Wasserman
Knopf Books for Young Readers
464 pages
$17.99

“Wasserman juggles a huge cast, intense 
action, and some truly horrific moments 
with style and skill. The novel works just as 
well as mainstream horror as YA, and the 
ending is both effective and brutal” 
(Publisher’s Weekly)



Steelheart
by Brandon Sanderson
400 pages
$18.99

“Although readers may not be surprised at 
the twists that arise, the near-constant 
action, Sanderson’s whiz-bang imaginings, 
and a fully realized sense of danger (the 
brutal opening scene alone will hook many) 
make this an absolute page-turner.” 
(Publishers Weekly)



What’s Hot?
Winter 2014



The Impossible Knife of Memory
by Laurie Halse Anderson
Viking Juvenile
400 pages
$18.99
Release Date: January 7

“The ‘queen’ of issue writing, Anderson takes 
on PTSD and the effect that military duty has 
on the families of those who have served. 
Gripping writing, intense emotions, and 
sympathetic characters make this “issue” 
book anything but trite.” (me)



Vitro
by Jessica Khoury
Razorbill
384 pages
$17.99
Release Date: January 14

“Khoury’s prose is crisp and her primary 
characters compelling. The scientific mystery, 
a variation on the one at the core of Origin, is 
fascinating and serves as a believable critique 
of the dangers of scientific research motivated 
by profit” (Publishers Weekly)



The Scar Boys
by Len Vlahos
EgemontUSA
256 pages
$17.99
Release Date: January 21

“Vlahos's debut is big-hearted and bold. The Scar 
Boys is a coming-of-age novel that tackles trauma 
and recovery, toxic friendships, first love, first 
passions, and the power of music. It is set in the 
1980s, but the stings and elations of teen years are 
timeless, and adults and teenagers alike will 
recognize themselves in -- and be rooting for -- 
Harry and all the rest of the characters.” (Jenn 
Northington, WORD, Brooklyn, NY)



Landry Park
by Bethany Hagen
Dial
384 pages
$17.99
Release Date: February 4

"This is a terrific mash-up of a Regency period 
romance (horse-drawn carriages and silk 
ballgowns) with a dystopian tale (power walls 
and tablets) that will intrigue teen readers, and 
introduce some important questions about the 
structure of modern society.” (School Library 
Journal)



Grasshopper Jungle
by Andrew Smith
Dutton Juvenile
432 pages
$18.99
Release Date: February 11

"Filled with gonzo black humor, Smith’s 
outrageous take makes serious points about 
scientific research done in the name of 
patriotism, the intersections between the 
personal and the global, and the often out-of-
control sexuality of 16-year-old boys.” 
(Publishers Weekly)



The Tyrant’s Daughter
by J. C. Carleson
Knopf Books for Young Readers
304 pages
$18.99
Release Date: February 11

"Filled with political intrigue and emotional 
tension, Carleson's riveting novel features 
a teenage refugee caught in a web of 
deceit and conspiracy." (Publisher’s 
Weekly)



The Hit
by Melvin Burgess
Chicken House
304 pages
$17.99
Release Date: February 25

“Amid violent action, existential anguish, and the 
heightened appreciation for life that death can 
bring, Burgess has created a premise that 
readers will find hard to forget.” (Publishers 
Weekly)



Half Bad
by Sally Green
Viking Juvenile
416 pages
$18.99
Release Date: March 4

“Half Bad follows an alluring, unsafe narrator 
set in a deeply grey political landscape. 
Readers will find themselves carried and then 
swiftly captured in an irresistible current of 
intrigue and imagination as visceral as it is 
elegant.” (Kenny Brechner, DDG Booksellers, 
Farmington, ME)



The Strange and Beautiful Sorrows 
of Ava Lavender
by Leslye Walton
Candlewick
320 pages
$17.99
Release Date: March 25

“Leslye Walton's eloquent tale of a girl trying to 
fit in and a family trying to understand their fate 
has the feel of classics such as Like Water for 
Chocolate and Chocolat.  A book that's 
timeless, beautiful, and perfect for lovers of 
magical realism.” (me)





Adult Titles 



Radiance of Tomorrow
by Ishmael Beah
Sarah Crichton Books
256 pages
$25
Release Date: January 7

“In Radiance of Tomorrow, Beah has produced 
a formidable and memorable novel—a story of 
resilience and survival, and, ultimately, rebirth” 
(Publishers Weekly)





Author Events @ Watermark
Ruth Ozeki Kristopher Jansma 
Ishmael Beah Lois Ruby 
Gabrielle Zevin 

More info at: www.watermarkbooks.com/event

http://www.watermarkbooks.com/event


Resources



Kids Next Indie Next List
www.indiebound.org/kids-indie-next-list

● Put out quarterly by the American Bookseller’s 
Association

● Nominated by booksellers across the country
● Books for all ages

http://www.indiebound.org/kids-indie-next-list
http://www.indiebound.org/kids-indie-next-list


American Library Association
 Youth Media Awards

● Monday, January 27, 8 a.m. EST 
● Live Webcast: live.webcastinc.com/ala/2014/live/
● Twitter: #alamw14

http://live.webcastinc.com/ala/2014/live/


YALSA  Past Awards

Alex - Adult titles with Teen Crossover Appeal
www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/alex

Printz - Best in YA/Teen writing
www.ala.org/yalsa/printz-award

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/alex
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklists/alex
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/printz-award
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/printz-award


www.cybils.com

● Children’s/YA Blogger-vetted annual award
● Public/publisher nominated books.
● Balance “literary” with “kid appeal”

Cybils

http://www.cybils.com
http://www.cybils.com

